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THE COLLECTOR 



A BUTTERFLY COLLECTION 



"T)R. HERMAN STRECKER, of Reading, Pa., has a collection 
•*--' of butterflies which is commencing to attract attention. It 
numbers over 100,000 specimens, and represents some thirty years 
of collectorship on the part of the proprietor. He comes of a well- 
known Philadelphia family, his grandtather having been for many 
years collector of that port. Dr. Strecker inherited a love for 
natural history. Three of his uncles, Benjamin, Richard and 
Edward Kern, perished in its pursuit, the first among the Indians 
on the Fremont expedition, the second on the Gunnison expedi- 
tion, and the third on Perry's voyage to Japan. He himself began 
with the sciences, then devoted himself to natural history, and at 
last narrowed his life-study to insects. He gathered a comprehen- 
sive collection of tarantulas. A choice arose between the orders 
lepidoptera and coleoptra, and at the age of nineteen he chose the 
former, the butterflies and moths. " Moths." said he, " are nothing 
but butterflies that fly by night." 

As a boy he chased the delicate beauties over the meadows under 
the frown of the Neversink, and he has been chasing them ever 
since — chasing them all over the' world. Early in his career as 
lepidopterist he journeyed to Central America, Mexico and the 
West Indies ; but mou of his pursuit has been done by corre- 
spondence. During the past thirty years he has been in intimate 
communication with every lepidopterist of note in the world. 
Being obliged to earn his daily bread as. a marble sculptor and 
designer, he has never given an hour of daylight to his favorite 
pursuit, but has toiled over his books.letters and butterflies night 
after night, only to be warned thence by the striking of twelve. 

Eager to publish a book about a number of new species, 
many of which he had first named, he saved money enough to 
buy one lithographic stone. On this he drew and engraved the 
first group, sent it to Philadelphia, and had 300 plates struck off. 
The stone being returned, he cleaned it off and made another 
group. Owing to such heroic devotion the book saw the light, 
but unfortunately, the plates having been destroyed each in suc- 
cession, the volume is now as rare as some of Dr. Strecker's most 
precious specimens. 

It is impossible, except by personally visiting Dr. Strecker's 32X 
20 foot butterfly studio, packed from floor to ceiling with glass- 
covered cases, stowed away in cabinets, to arrive at any adequate 



conception of the inexhaustible beauty and interest of the collec- 
tion. There are butterflies of all sizes and shapes, from the giant 
owl moth of Brazil, measuring a foot across the wings, the Atlas 
moth of China and India, and the enormous gray cossus of 
Australia, which is considered an epicurean delicacy by the natives, 
to the tiny white butterflies, with pink flecked wings, small as a 
penny, that once flew above the Alps, and midgets that it almost 
takes a microscope to study. 

The colors are as multifarious as the shapes, and the wings are 
of every describable pattern. Among the 100,000 examples is to 
be found every imaginable combination of colors- the splendid 
golden Crcesus and Lydius butterflies of Halmeheira, the resplen- 
dent rhipheus of Madagascar, the beautiful silver flies of Central 
Chiii, the brown velvet ones of Ashantee, the silken ones, brilliant 
in green or blue, of Brazil, and many others prismatic as the 
rainbow. 

Many of the butterflies are peculiar in shape and appearance. 
The argus moth sports enormously long slender tail-like attach- 
ments to the hind wings. The curious dead-leaf butterfly from 
China and India resembles a withered beach leaf. One buff- 
colored moth has an anchor stamped on his back, and another 
would pass for a bee. A black velvety butterfly with shining green 
bands displays ,- 88" on its wings. One moth has the peculiar 
markings of a skull. The wings of the Brazilian owl-moth exactly 
resemble an owl with mottled head and huge, staring eyes. 

This specimens come from such far-away 'mysterious crannies 
of nature as the Isle of Bananas, Moselkatze-Land, Mou-pin, 
Taitsinloo, Koolloo, Aden,' Boothia-Felix, Pochrofka, Ascold, 
Torbogahai, Ceram, Batjan, Djilola, and Other spots known to few 
outside of butterfly collectors. One butterfly alone from Sierra 
Leone, Africa, cost $107. A number cost $25 and $50. A great 
rarity is a specimen of colias Boothii, taken above Hudson bay 
by the second Ross expedition in search of a Northwest Passage 
in 1827-29. This diminutive green butterfly with yellow wings, 
is the most northerly known. Dr. Strecker has other rare ones 
from Dr. Livingstone's, Wallace's, and theWilkes' expeditions. The 
great papilio antimachus from Equatorial Africa, of which only 
about a doz^n are known, is represented in his collection by three 
specimens. 



Prints on American History 



The Postman's Bag 



NOW that the acquisition of material relating to America has become 
a distinctly important branch of our collectorship, attention is 
naturally directed to the very numerous class of prints relating to this 
subject which were issued both in this country and in Europe previous 
to the middle of the current century. These prints comprise portraits, 
views and historical events, and a great many of them were published 
in England and in France, and, being put out in small editions, have 
become excessively rare. The finest collection I have seen for a long 
while is now in the hands of Messrs. Wunderlich & Co., of this city, and 
I question if a collection equal to it in the rarity of the prints, their 
admirable preservation, and their generally high artistic quality, could 
be got together again. 

Among the portraits are a great number of Colonial and Revolutionary 
celebrities, most of them of European execution, and cf the best order of 
line engraving and mezzotint. The pictures of Washington and of 
Franklin are especially interesting. The latter mostly date from the 
last century, when the great Philadelphian was in France, and are 
engraved with the exquisite skill which characterized French engraving 
at that period. The popularity of Franklin at the French court was, as 
is well known, extraordinary, and his' portraits found a wide and ready 
sale. In the turmoil of the Revolution, however, when works of art of 
all kinds were destroyed broadcast, they enjoyed no exemption from the 
common fate. Consequently, certain of them are almost impossible to 
obtain, while the majority exist in such few examples as to come into 
the market only by accident. 

•Another series of the Wunderlich portfolios consists of color prints of 
American cities — New York, Boston, New Orleans, Charleston, San 
Francisco, etc. — some printed in colors from metal plates, and others 
lithographed and tinted by hand. These views, showing what the chief 
cities of the country were before the wonderful development which set 
in about the time of the Civil war, are of remarkable interest and value. 
As objects of commerce, they are now practically unprocurable, save in 
such exceptionable cases as this. Among the historical plates are the 
four, printed in color from soft copper, representing the critical phases 
ot the fight between the Constitution and the Java during the War of 
1812. Even in a stained and neglected state, after having been foxed 
and mildewed hanging against walls, these prints tre valuable. The 
Wunderlich set is in a condition as perfect as when it left the press. 

No collector of Americana can afford to miss the opportunity of 
examining this collection before it is broken up. 



To the Editor The Collector: 

Dear Sir: — Can you tell me what has become of the pictures which 
once hung in the so-called Governor's Room and in other official apart- 
ments of the New York City Hall ? Among these were some valuable 
examples of our native portrait painters. I once made a complete list 
of them, which I enclose to you. If you consider it worth printing I 
shall esteem it a favor if you do so. It may direct public attention to 
works of value which may otherwise perish through sheer negligence. 

By Col. Trumbull, there were portraits of Governors Clinton, Lewis 
and Tompkins and Generals Washington and Williams — all valuable as 
items in our artistic records. There was also an interesting portrait of 
Governor Clinton, painted by Daniel Catlin, the first of our delineators 
of the life of the American Indian. Poor Vanderlyn was represented in 
the collection by pictures of Governor Yates, Mayors Holden and Hone-, 
Presidents Monroe and Taylor, and Andrew Jackson. By Professor 
Morse, the developer of the telegraph, were portraits of Mayor Paulding 
and Generals Lafayette and Monckton, and by Professor Weir, por- 
traits of General Throop and Mayor Bowne. 

There were a number of portraits by Inman — Governors Van Buren 
and Seward, Mayors Lee, Lawrence, Clark, and one of Mayor Harper, 
painted conjointly by Inman and Daniel Huntington. By Elliott were 
pictures of Governors Wright and Hunt, and Mayor Wood ; and by 
Jarvis and Charles Jarvis, of Mayor Woodhull, Generals Paez and 
Jacob Morton, Commodores Perry, Bainbridge, Switt and Hull; Henry 
Clay, General Brown and David T. Valentine. Henrv Peters Gray, 
Paige, Whitehorne, Waldo, Mooney, Spencer, Matteson, Kellogg, Solly, 
Shegogue and Carl Weimar were other men of talent who had contri- 
buted to this collection. 

Yours very truly 

Pompton Plains, N. J. An Old Subscriber. 

I believe these pictures, or what may be left of them, are now 
being " restored," by contract awarded like one for scavenging 
the streets or cleaning the sewers, to somebody with influence 
enough to secure it. Ed. The Collector. 



One of the rarities of the book market is the little volume of " Verses " 
which were written by Christina Rosetti at seventeen, and published for her 
by her grandfather, Gaetano Polidori. The book is so seldom seen as to be 
practically unobtainable. 



